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Dear European friend,

I would like to greet you warmly from Georgia, a remarkable country that has overcome countless
struggles over the centuries in its fight for freedom and independence. My name is Ketevan Jojua, a
14-year-old student from a public school in the coastal city of Poti. Today, as we celebrate Georgia’s
Independence Day, I am writing to you to share the journey my country has taken since reclaiming
its independence in the early 1990s.

Georgia is a land that has fought for centuries to preserve its identity, language, and culture. But
independence, true independence, is not only about gaining political freedom. It is about
transforming the mindset of a people, building a society where every voice matters, where rights are
protected, and where opportunities are equally shared. Since regaining independence from the Soviet
Union, Georgia has been striving not just to be free, but to be free in spirit - to become a country
deeply rooted in democratic values, one that stands proudly as part of the European family.

The 1990’s were difficult for Georgia. Like many post-Soviet states, we faced political instability,
economic collapse, civil unrest, and war. However, those early years of independence also sparked

something powerful - the will to change.

Over the years, Georgia has transformed in incredible ways. Democratic institutions were established,
civil society empowered, the media became more free; The youth have more opportunities than ever,
and women are increasingly stepping into leadership roles. We are not perfect - far from it, but we
are determined. My generation, born in an independent Georgia, is growing up open-minded, with
big dreams, and a strong belief in freedom, equality, and human dignity.

Personally, I see these changes through the opportunities available to young people. Last year, I
became a finalist in a contest organized by the international organization UNICEF. This is just one
example of the many programs taking place in Georgia with the support of our European and
international partners. These experiences are incredibly important for us; they introduce us to the
values that unite us with Europe and help us see the bigger picture - what the future could look like
with Georgia fully integrated into the European family.

To me, Europe means more than geography. It means a commitment to human rights, access to
education, care for the environment, and a culture of respect and dialogue. These are the values we

want to live by in Georgia, and I believe we are getting closer every day.

Georgians are proud of their unique alphabet, ancient history, and vibrant traditions. But we are also
proud of how far we have come in terms of the mindset. Today, discussions about equality, justice,
and inclusion are part of our daily life in schools, in families, and in the media. We are becoming a
society that aspires to a better, more humane future.

Yes, part of our land still remains under occupation. This is a wound that hurts. But even in the face
of this challenge, we choose progress; We know that a strong, educated, and united society is the best
response to aggression. And we believe that by working closely with our European friends, by sharing
knowledge and standing for peace, we will one day see all of Georgia free and whole again.



One of the moments that inspires me most is a speech by Zurab Zhvania, a late Chairman of the
Georgian Parliament. In 1999, as Georgia became a member state of the Council of Europe, he stood
up and declared:

“I am Georgian, and therefore I am European.”

These words live in our hearts. They are not just a political statement - but they deeply align with

who we are as a nation.

Dear friend, I hope you now have a sense of Georgia and its journey from the post-Soviet trauma to
the promise of European integration, how we have grown as a nation and as a society. We are still on
the road. We have a long way to go. But I believe we are walking in the right direction;
Independence gave us the chance to choose our path. Freedom, however, is something we must build
every day through education, cooperation, and through the courage to dream big.

I believe that you and I will one day meet not only as pen pals, but as citizens of Europe. A Europe

where every nation stands together for peace and justice.



